The equity of access to orthodontic dental care for children in the North East of England.
To assess the equity of access to primary care orthodontic treatment in relation to deprivation in the County Durham and Tees Valley Strategic Health Authority area. An observational study based on Dental Practice Board data for the County Durham and Tees Valley Strategic Health Authority area with a population of 1.13 million. The postcode of all orthodontic claims made by National Health Service dentists across the area in the financial years 2002/2003 and 2003/2004 were obtained and the claim rate per 1000 at risk population calculated for each ward. These ward rates were then compared to both the level of deprivation measured by the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2000 and the children's dental registration rate of the area. Inequity in access to orthodontic care was observed. There was a moderate negative correlation r = -0.40 suggesting wards with the lowest claim rates had the greatest deprivation. In addition, the wards with the lowest child dental registration rates also had the lowest claim rates for orthodontic treatment. Currently, there is inequity of access to orthodontic treatment for children in County Durham and Tees Valley. The move towards local commissioning for dental services within the NHS will provide an opportunity to reduce inequalities in access.